
Scores of police officers without
firearms training will be allowed to
use 50,000 volt Tasers after Sussex Po-
lice relaxed the rules governing which
officers could use the devices.

Up to 160 officers will be able to
carry the electroshock weapons once
they have completed just four days of
training, with the first officers taking
up the devices from next week.

Sussex Police have said the move
would improve response times and
reduce the workload of officers.

The move, which was first an-
nounced last year, will see the num-
ber of Taser-trained officers triple – so
far only firearms officers can carry the
distinctive yellow Taser.

Until the announcement, Sussex
Police was one of a small number of
forces which had restricted the use of
Tasers to authorised firearm 
officers only.

Taser-trained officers will be avail-
able 24/7 from October after all offi-
cers have completed training.

The force said they had hoped to
have all officers trained up earlier but
plans were delayed by the Olympics.

Chief Superintendent Paul Morri-
son of Sussex Police's Operations De-
partment said the force would not
take “a big bang” approach to Taser
training all officers and said that he
did not envisage training going be-
yond officers in response teams.

In the past year, officers have used
Tasers 29 times, compared with 760
uses of captor pepper spray and 150
uses of batons.

Officers were authorised to use
their Tasers 188 times although often
merely drawing the Taser is enough to
encourage a suspect to cooperate.

No new Tasers will be bought for
the newly-trained staff but it will cost
the force annually about £25,000 to
buy batteries, cartridges and laptops
to analyse laser data.

Following four days of training, of-
ficers have to pass a capability test.

Seven in ten officers passed first

time with the rest taking a second
and final compatibility test.

Of the 60 officers trained so far,
two have failed both tests. A review of
Taser training will be carried out in
September.

Mr Morrison said: "Experience
shows that simply the presence of
Taser acts as a deterrent to the esca-
lation of violence.

“Studies have also showed that the
presence of Tasers reduces the levels
of force required by officers in violent
situations avoiding, for example, the
use of a baton or captor.

“The majority of people will not see
any change in day-to-day policing.

“Patrols by officers and PCSOs will
continue as normal, however in the
event of a violent situation they may
now request Taser support by col-
leagues locally, rather than from
firearms officers who are based at
central locations.

“Authority to use Taser will still
have to be granted by senior officers,
as has always been the case, and it is
not the first option.

“Officers have a range of skills and
tactics they can choose from and the
most appropriate option for the cir-
cumstances will be used.

“The decision to roll out Tasers to
non-firearms officers is not an indica-
tion that the threat of violence has in-
creased in Sussex, but a way of
enabling us to deploy Taser trained
officers more quickly to situations
where they are needed to protect the
public.”
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Brass-necked thieves are plundering

the facades of homes and businesses

for scrap metal. 

Traders have reported a spate of

crimes in the Norfolk Square area of

Brighton and Hove – while police also

learned of thefts in Kemp Town 

last week. 

Police say the crimewave, in which

doorknobs, pushplates and knockers

have become easy pickings for petty

criminals, is a new phenomenon. 

Chris Dodd, the manager of The

Robin Hood pub in Norfolk Place,

Brighton, arrived at work last week to

find a brass pushplate had been taken

from a door. 

He said it appeared it had been un-

screwed and taken away. 

Mr Dodd said: “I pushed the door

and realised it wasn’t there. 

“It is only a brass plate, but it is a

very low thing to do.” 

Staff at M L Banfield and Sons in

nearby Little Western Street said they

were inundated with visitors replac-

ing stolen brass items last week. 

David Banfield said: “One day we

must have had eight customers in

who had had various things from

their front doors pinched. 

He said: “Brass has got a scrap

value, but you have to get a fair bit.” 

PC Claire Horner said police in cen-

tral Brighton received three reports in

Kemp Town the week before last. 

She said: “It is true it has not got a

very high scrap value, but if you get

enough it can be sold on.” 

Police believe many people af-

fected have not reported the crime.

They are encouraging any victims

who may have security cameras on

their front doors to get in touch. 

To report a brass theft or offer in-

formation, call Sussex Police on 101,

or call Crimestoppers anonymously

on 0800 555111.                                                                                                                                                                                      

www.brightonecho.co.uk

A criminal hid in a stagnant pond in a
bid to escape from police after getting

the idea watching an Arnold
Schwarzenegger film.

The violent offender, who
has not been named, was
wanted for recall to prison
after he committed a seri-
ous assault after being
released early from jail.

But after he was spot-
ted by police he fled and
took refuge in a pond, dis-
guising himself from view
using a technique used by
the Hollywood actor in the
1980s film Predator.

He hid in the water in the
Hydeneye area of East-
bourne after being chased

by officers and police dogs.
PC Nick Baldwin-Charles, a dog han-

dler, described how the man came out of
the pond with his hands up “covered in
algae with only his mouth and eyes 
showing”.

He said: “It was one of our more 
bizarre escapes.”

The 49-year-old PC, of Eastbourne, and
police dog Sampson have now both re-
ceived a Sussex Police award for their ef-
forts in finding the crook.

Speaking to The Brighton Echo, PC
Baldwin-Charles said: “He said he got the
idea from a film – Predator.

“He fled the scene and headed towards
a pond which was covered in algae.

“But when we arrived it was 

completely still.
“We could not see anything there.
“There were no tracks coming out of the

pond so we came to the conclusion that he
had stayed in the pond.”

It emerged the criminal was lying flat on
his back in the pond.

PC Baldwin-Charles and Sampson
searched gardens, marshland and ponds
before the dog went into the stagnant
water and the runaway was spotted lying
face up and covered in algae.

The man was arrested and returned 
to prison.

PC Baldwin-Charles was given the prize
at a ceremony in Uckfield.

Chief Inspector Jason Tingley, Sussex
Police’s district commander for Lewes,
said: “It was great – when Sampson got on
the stage he barked his thanks.”

A mystery moped rider who raised
the alarm after spotting a fire at a pub
is being offered a pint on the house by
its landlords.

The rider was going past the Queen
Victoria in the High Street, Rot-
tingdean, shortly after 2am yesterday
when he saw flames flickering in the
ground floor window.

The man banged on the door and
woke up Ian Wilson and Philip Rees,
who live in the flat above the pub.

The pair, along with their two cats
and dogs, were able to get out safely
before the flames took hold.

Mr Wilson, who has run the pub
with Mr Rees for the last eight
months, said they hoped to reopen
within two weeks.

“We are really grateful to the
moped rider as he warned us even be-
fore the smoke alarm went off.

“We will offer him a drink if he gets
in contact.”

Moped rider
spots blaze

Climb every
mountain
A father-of-two will be tackling 24
peaks in 24 hours – to prove to his
children that winning the dads’ race
at their school sports day was not
just luck.

Formerly 17 stone Kevin Miller
from Ringmer has run two marathons
since the race three years ago.

He said: “The children don’t laugh
anymore and they are proud of me,
which feels brilliant.”

The dustcart driver for Lewes Dis-
trict Council will be taking on the
challenge in the Lake District to raise
money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

The 46-year-old wants to raise
£2,400 to fund research into the con-
dition – £100 for every peak.

Chimney fires
cause alarm
Fire crews have reiterated their calls
for people to sweep their chimneys
after being called to a blaze in Lewes
on Monday afternoon.

It took over half an hour to put
out the fire in the house in Western
Road after being called at 4.30pm.

Concerns the blaze had left the
chimney unstable meant crews from
Brighton had to assess the stack and
Sussex Police had to manage traffic
in case it fell.

People are advised to sweep their
chimneys regularly.

For more safety advice visit
www.nacs.org.uk or 
guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

Chris Dodd can’t believe how many of his brass pushplates have gone missing 

Doorknob thieves
are bold as brass

Lack of holes
stopping play 
A popular pitch and putt course has
been thrown a lifeline thanks to The
Brighton Echo.

The Rottingdean course looked
doomed after the former leaseholder
decided not to renew its contract with
Brighton and Hove City Council at
the end of last year.

The Brighton Echo revealed earlier
this month how the local authority
had filled the holes with concrete to
stop people playing while it was shut.

But after a surge in interest, the
council has decided to put it back up
for rent.

Ward councillor Lynda Hyde met
with council officers on Friday, Janu-
ary 25, to discuss the future of 
the course.

She said: “Following the publicity
in The Brighton Echo over the filling
in of holes and the subsequent na-
tional press coverage, there has been
a renewed interest in the course.”

Many more
police issued
with Tasers

‘Oen merely 
drawing the Taser is
enough to encourage
a suspect to cooperate’

Taser facts
•The Taser was invented in 1974
by American NASA researcher
John Higson Cover

•Taser is an acronym for
Thomas A. Swift’s Electric Rifle

•Tasers are non-lethal weapons
used for subduing fleeing, 
dangerous or belligerent people

•The Taser fires two small darts
into the body which emit an
electrical pulse and trigger tem-
porary paralysis

•The electrical pulse is around
50’000 volts for five seconds

•Criticism of Taser use is that
they can cause a heart attack
and even death if the victim has
a weak heart

Mark Williams

Hasta la vista, freedom 
Julius Benedict


